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Club Committee for 2020-21
All club emails should be sent to secretary@scac.net.au and all correspondence posted by mail should be
addressed to:
PO Box 2834, Malaga WA 6944

President
Vice President
Martin Wearmouth
Shane Wignell
0407 301 195
martin.wearmouth@gmail.com

Treasurer
Victor Schilo
0413 152 550
treasurer@scac.net.au

Secretary
John Curtis
0412 776 558
secretary@scac.net.au

Reel Talk Editor
Victor Schilo

Dry Casting Officer
Ron Thomas
0407 630 053

Field Day Officer
Martin Wearmouth
0407 301 195

Assistant Field Day Officer
Vince Tomazin

dee.ron@bigpond.com

Assistant Drycasting
Officer

Bob Henderson

martin.wearmouth@gmail.com

Committee Persons
Gary Parkinson

Recorder
Peet Wessels
peetwessels@gmail.com

Chris Stickells
Website Coordinator
Peet Wessels

SCAC Life Members
George Holman, Eric Parker, Ian Cook, Bob Henderson, Terry Fuller, Mal Head,
Peter Osborne
Deceased life members:
Vic Davis, Doug Edward, Lloyd Dunn, Dudley Brown, Noel Knight, Les Shand, Ron Kildahl,
Bob Klein, Jim Strong

President’s Report - September 2021
Winter is now finished so let’s hope for some improving weather over the
coming months so we can get out and enjoy the Casting and Fishing. I have
just returned from the Rottnest trip, and we had the mad skippy action again A
lot more people have been at Rottnest on our last few trips, the Ferry on this
trip was a lot busier than ever before.
I hope everyone is still enjoying our club and activities, but if anyone has any
ideas or concerns please let us know, the General meeting went well and we
have all the positions filled.
Martin Wearmouth; President

Field day venues for 2021/2022
Dates
25 - 27 September 2021
Long Weekend
16 - 17 October 2021

13 - 14 November 2021

11 - 12 December 2021
15 – 16 January 2022

12 - 13 February 2022

5 - 7 March 2022
Long Weekend
16 April – 18 April 2022
Easter Long weekend

Venue
Open
Lines down 6am Saturday
Lines up 9am Monday
Dunsborough to White Hills
Lines down 9am Saturday
Lines up 9am Sunday
Cervantes to Leeman
Lines down 9am Saturday
Lines up 9am Sunday
Lancelin to Jurien Bay
Lines down 9am Saturday
Lines up 9am Sunday
Open
Lines down 9am Saturday
Lines up 9am Sunday
Dunsborough to White Hills
Lines down 9am Saturday
Lines up 9am Sunday
Bremer Bay area and Open
We plan to fish Bremer Bay area
Lines down 6am Saturday
Lines up 9am Monday
Bluff Creek area and Open
Lines down 6am Saturday
Lines up 9am Monday

Boundaries
Open anywhere in WA

Dunsborough to White Hills and
local as below at bottom of page
Cervantes to Leeman and local as
below at bottom of page
Lancelin to Greenhead and local
as below at bottom of page
Open anywhere in WA

Dunsborough to White Hills and
local as below at bottom of page
Open anywhere in WA

Open anywhere in WA

Local boundaries are from Lancelin in the North to Preston Beach in the South
Lines Down on Standard weekends – Saturday 9.00am
Lines up on Standard weekends – Sunday 9.00am
Lines Down for long weekends and Rottnest – Saturday 6.00am
Lines up for long weekends and Rottnest – Monday 9.00am
Sign-on / Weigh-in times, possible fish together spots and locations to be decided at the general
meeting prior to the Field Day

September General Meeting

Wednesday 8th

Croatian Club in Wishart Street Gwelup
Meal at 7.00pm with meeting at 8.00pm
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Dry Casting Results 8th August
SURF CASTING & ANGLING CLUB
Dry casting results - 8th August 2021

Veterans

Cast
1

56 gram
Cast Total
2

GARY GILDERSLEEVES

%

Cast
1

Artificial Bait
Cast Total
2

%

Cast
1

112gram
Cast Total
2

%

111.36

129.56

240.92

88.16

103.96

109.86

213.82

93.11

127.00

127.13

254.13

90.33

MAL HEAD

B/O

89.47

89.47

32.74

79.14

78.84

157.98

68.79

97.22

94.40

191.62

68.11

KLAUS SCHONWOLF

OUT

103.03

103.03

37.70

89.37

83.70

173.07

75.36

94.40

93.48

187.88

66.78

136.51

136.75

273.26

100.00

117.38

112.27

229.65

100.00

143.23

138.11

281.34

100.00

102.53

B/O

102.53

100.00

77.77

OUT

77.77

100.00

113.00

111.4

224.40

100.00

RON THOMAS

Mens
MARK HANSON

SURF CASTING & ANGLING CLUB
Dry casting results - 8th August 2021

Veterans

3

3

Double Handed Accuracy
Target number
1 1 4 4 2 2 Total

GARY GILDERSLEEVES

16

18

25

19

14

14

25

18

149

100.00

8

7

10

8

33

100.00

471.60

10

481.60

MAL HEAD

20

14

23

22

18

7

16

4

124

83.22

10

4

6

6

26

78.79

331.65

10

341.65

KLAUS SCHONWOLF

20

0

17

21

12

0

10

0

80

53.69

0

9

8

1

18

54.55

288.08

10

298.08

RON THOMAS

21

18

24

15

0

0

20

19

117

78.52

4

6

8

9

27

81.82

460.34

10

470.34

9

16

23

10

2

2

5

8

75

100.00

2

7

3

2

14

100.00

500.00

10

510.00

%

Single Handed Accuracy
Target distance
1st 2nd 1st 2nd Total
%

Total Attendance Total
D/Casting Points
%

Mens
MARK HANSON

VETERANS

BEST CASTS FOR THE YEAR 2021 - 2022

LONGEST 56 GRAM

156.96

RON THOMAS

LONGEST ARTIFICIAL BAIT

134.92

RON THOMAS

LONGEST 112GRAM

156.96

RON THOMAS

HIGHEST DOUBLE HANDED ACCURACY

166

GARY GILDERSLEEVE

HIGHEST SINGLE HANDED ACCURACY

34

BOB HENDERSON

SENIORS

BEST CASTS FOR THE YEAR 2021 - 2022

LONGEST 56 GRAM

114.18

MARK HANSEN

96.20

MARK HANSEN

120.19

MARK HANSEN

HIGHEST DOUBLE HANDED ACCURACY

163

MARK HANSEN

HIGHEST SINGLE HANDED ACCURACY

29

MARK HANSEN

LONGEST ARTIFICIAL BAIT
LONGEST 112G

Prepared by: Ron Thomas DCO
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Surf Casters August 2021 Rottnest field day report

by Martin Wearmouth

After a rough few weeks of weather we gathered at Fremantle for our Rottnest field day on Friday 27th
August, the forecast was good so hopes were high for the fishing ahead. 11 members made the trip and we
had booked our regular 2 bungalows in Thompsons Bay. On arrival we had a large detour around the the
General store and Bakery due to some major works closing the mall area and a lot of the surounding area.
We arrived at the bungalows and Sabby again started cooking the Pizzas, everyone enjoyed the food and
socializing as we talked about all manner of things and of cause the fishing stories of previous trips untill we
all went to bed.
On Saturday everyone spent the morning getting the fishing gear ready and walking the settlement to see
what had changed. The bus arrived early at 10.45am and we loaded all our gear onto the bus. Due to the
works and construction around the bakery the bus could not stop that close so some had walked to the
bakery early and bought some pies and sausage rolls before the bus arrived.
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We arrived at the west end and all made our way to our chossen location, Ian, Tino and Brad headed to
Wilsons, Mark, Vince, Sabby, Chris, Helen and I went down the cliffs to Tennis Courts but a Dad and his 2
children were already fishing on the prime rock location so we all found other options untill they left, Peet
and Sandra headed to a spot at narrow neck.
As usual the fishing was slow with only small species getting caught through the day, mostly Wrasse,
Herring, blackfish and leatherjacket. The Herring where hard to find and not like out trip in May when we
could catch them all day. At 4pm everyone was at radar reef and we prepared our gear for the walk out onto
the edge of the reef hopeing for a hot skippy bite.

Most walked out between 4.15pm and 4.30pm to claim a spot at the edge of the reef. Mark, Tino, Sabby
and I where first, within 15 minutes Tino was onto a good fish. I headed over to see if he needed a hand
and as I scanned the water for what was on his line I spotted a great sight, it was a nice Dhu fish so the
preasure was on and a few minutes later the fish was on the reef and we had a gaff in it. Tino had not fished
Rottnest for 10 years so this was a great start, the fish weighed in at 5.19kg gilled and gutted.
Shortly after Sabby was also onto a good fish, after clearing it from the sea weed over came a 2.3kg skippy,
at this early stage it was good to see a large skippy. The fishing slowed a bit until about 5pm when the
skippy action was on like ususal. Skippy of 0.7kg to 1.5kg came in one after the other and some Yellow Tail
Kingfish also got landed although a lot came up short of the minimun 60cm size.
As the skippy action had started early most decided to head back before dark between 6pm - 6.30pm and
get ready for the bus pick up, everyone was on a high from all the fish caught and most fish got released
with only a few taken home for those that wanted some fish to eat.
On Sunday Ian and Brad had decided to go home on the 4.30pm ferry and did not fish. We decided to go
out a bit latter at 1pm due to some rain forecast in the morning, there was not much rain but we did miss a
short downpour at 11am, when we arrived at west end most headed down to tennis court to fish until we
went out onto the reef.
The wind was stronger and made the fishing a little different to the day before, I only caught wrasse as did
most, Peet caught a Surge wrasse that was a highlight these are a spectacular looking fish. We all aging
headed our onto radar reef about 4.30pm and not long after a storm came over and the wind was blowing
the rain sideways, it only lasted for 20 minutes then the sun was out again and the wind was down.
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The fishing was slow until the sun went down at 5.30pm then the skippy started to bite again, at first only a
few but after 6pm it was a fish a cast with a few YTKs also coming in, we all did a lot of catch and release
untill we all left the reef by 7pm to make our way up to the bus pick up area.
Well another great Rottnest trip, it was good to see the hot skippy fishing back and another trophy Dhu fish
for a returning member, This fishing so close to Perth is very had to beat, if you have not fished this venue
I can highly recommend it.
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Field Day Sections up to and including August
Section

Angler

Species

Weight

1A Best scale fish (1st six months)

0

0

0.00

1B Best scale fish (2nd six months)

0

0

0.00

0

0

0.00

2

Most meritorious fish

3

Best shark (4.5kg min)

4

Best mulloway (2kg min)

0

0

0.00

5

Best tailor (1kg min)

0

0

0.00

6

Best salmon (3kg min)

Alan Green

Yallingup June 2021

4.91

7

Best skipjack trevally (0.5 kg min)

Sabby Pizzolante

Rottnest August 2021

2.07

8

Best mackerel (2kg min)

Justin Rose

Dirk Hartog July 2021

9

Best yellowtail kingfish, samson or amberjack (4kg min)

Gary Parkinson

10 Best scale fish (Other than above)
11 Best bag of scale fish

5.76

9.54

0

0

0

0

Martin Wearmouth

12 Best bag of mulloway (2 fish min)
13 Best bag of tailor (2 fish min)

Dirk Hartog July 2021

Yallingup June 2021
0

Ron Thomas

0.00
0.00
27.82

0
Hill River May 2021

0.00
4.07

14 Best fish on single handed rod (max 4kg line)

0

0

0.00

15 Best fish caught on fly rod

0

0

0.00

16 Best fish on single handed rod, soft plastic lure (max 4kg line)

0

0

0.00

17 Best fish on single handed rod, hard body lure (max 4kg line)

0

0

0.00

18 Best fish caught using a drone

0

0

0.00
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Rottnest Field Day August 2021 by Tino Baiardo

Time fly’s so quickly. I arrived at the Croatian club mid-August to pay my fees and looking around, I noticed
many new members I hadn’t met before. And they were looking at me perplexed, ‘who’s this bloke’. It had
been circa 10 years since my last Rottnest field day. A decade gawd blimey.
Arriving Friday afternoon at Northport quite early, the Wessels had already arrived and unloaded. In dribs
and drabs, the usual suspects arrive with fishing gear in tow and newer members also arriving with
enthusiasm for the weekend ahead.
The ferry trip across was unremarkable with minor hull slap but overall, quite calm with lots of ocean tankers
moored out past Gage Roads. Check-in was quite seamless with Peet and Martin taking the lead. Thanks
lads.
Sabby, as I pleasantly found out turned up with pizzas for Friday night from la famiglia which were gooooood.
Real good. Softies, wine and bourbon assisted in the consumption. Thanks for the pizzas mate, they were
fantastic. Couple of standout pizzas and the eggplant pizza was scrumptious.
The Saturday morning departure time of 11.30am to West End is far more civilised than the old-time
departure schedule of 6am. Once we arrived, fisher peoples scampered everywhere to their favourite
haunts. Ian and Brad down to Wilsons and the remainder scattered all round Radar reef and the tennis
courts. I was the last to sort my act out meandering down to Wilsons to catch nought.
Ian, Brad, and I later sat atop the sand dunes scanning West End and listening to the footy till 4pm.
I knew a tide change and a feed time was starting 4pm. 1st time all weekend I had some get up and go.
Some were already parked along the reef at the Tennis Courts, whilst I went to the front section battling a
tad more swell. Something was stripping my 3/0 gangs, gently, but I couldn’t hook up. Couple of casts later,
with rig close to the drop off, I’m getting an enquiry, rod buckles over and I drop the rod tip to ensure hook
set. This fish is peeling drag with solid short lunges downwards and then darting left and right trying to find
sanctuary. Long rod saved me here as I was able to lead him out a few times. Following a shortish tussle, I
hear from behind the call of “Dhufish”. Just as I lift it over the reef, I clearly see the markings of WA’s most
iconic fish. I was shocked at first, couldn’t believe I finally caught a 700mm, 5.1kg specimen. All fishermen
hope to catch a Dhuy at least once from shore. It’s a bucket list catch. I did it with the help of the Surfcasters.
Thanks, Martin, for the gaff and Sabby for so kindly dragging it up the cliff as he was on the way to the esky.
What a champ.
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We all continued to fish into the night, hooking into rat YTK (yellow tail kings) and skippy to 2kg. Others and
I did the Tennis Court Waltz, being lifted and walked back by the ever-increasing swell. It was becoming
more dangerous.
Saturday night saw happy Surfcasters eating, rehydrating, and having a catch up recounting the days
events. Sabby and Vince are like the 2 Ronnies just making everyone laugh all night long aided by an ale
or 3. Some classic shenanigans round the dinner table.
Sunday we collectively decided to travel to West End later in the day given fish were caught late afternoonevening. Brad and Ian came out to say bye as they were heading back early. Thanks lads.
Once again everyone bar me took off to West End. I walked to Wilsons for herring for my parents as they
like them fresh on the bbq. Once again round 4pm or thereabouts, we all trundled onto Radar reef with sorer
bodies given Saturdays wonderful mayhem. Conditions were worsening though. The swell was flattening
slightly but wind was up to mid-25 knots, and gusting. Suddenly grey clouds loom over, winds whip up and
rain comes in hard and fast. Some headed to the safety of land while some hardy souls such as Mark stayed
out braving the brief squall. 30 minutes later, sunshine, and we all venture back across the reef for one last
assault on the skippy population.
Many were caught and released as some lucky folk had quality fillets from a previous Dirk Hartog island trip.
Sunday saw more YTK, large Skippy and the ever-annoying vegan Buff bream that has an identity crisis
being caught on pilchards. One unlucky but entertaining fisher, over the weekend took a bit of a roley poley
across Radar reef losing some fish and minor fishing gear having been side swiped by a swell. A timely
reminder folks not to turn your back on the sea and to be ever vigilant.
Monday saw crates packed with fish filled eskies and once again a visit to the bakery prior to our departure.
Leaving the bakery last, this wonderful elderly couple quietly asked me was I carrying fishing rods in my
tube, which I answered ‘yes’. The gentlemen asked me if I had caught anything, and I answered ‘yes I
caught my 1st land-based dhufish on rod’ smiling ear to ear. The smile that radiated from them both was
truly priceless. The joy they both radiated took me back. Perhaps both were once avid fishers but with the
advancing years, now only able to admire others lucky enough to do so.
A reminder to all members if you are able, to participate in your preferred field days. That next strike just
might be the fish of a lifetime that you can cross of your bucket list. A thank you to all members that organised
and attended. See you all out on the reef next time.
Top scores up to August
Rank

Angler

Total points

1

Martin Wearmouth

2

Peet Wessels

840.2

3

Ron Thomas

700.8

4

Mark Hansen

697.2

5

Vince Tomazin

624.7

6

Sandra Wessels

570.4

7

Sabby Pizzolante

361.7

8

Tino Baiardo

355.8

9

Justin Rose

349.2

10

Gary Parkinson

331.1

11

Chris Stickells

298.7

12

Alan Green

155.3

13

Brad Zaknich (visitor)

148.0

14

Stuart Waterman

130.1

15

George Matrakis

118.6

16

Theo Van Niekerk

109.2

17

Oliver Wessels

75.5

18

Helen Carnell

56.1

19

Ian Taggart

55.0
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Number

Weight of best

Total weight

Number

Weight of best

Total weight

Number

Weight of best

Total weight

Number

Weight of best

Total weight

Number

Weight of best

Total weight

Number

Weight of best

Total weight

Number

Weight of best

Total weight

Number

Weight of best

Total weight

5.19

1

16

2

6

1

10

Section

0.11

3

4.00

2

2.08

1

6.00

3

0.30

1

0.90

Tino Baiardo
Tino Baiardo

Angler

Field day prizes for August

0.20

1

12
1.32

0.11

1

0.22

2

0.75

6

1.17

2

1

0.20

4
0.44

0.40

0.80

4

0.80

4

0.60

3

1.20

8

0.20

1

0.40

2

0.80

4

0.20

1

0.40

6.88

13.43

16

15.00

16

13.76

16

12.16

16

13.56

16

13.87

16

13.76

1

0.40

1

0.75

0.30

1

0.30

1

1
0.40

Species
West Australian Dhufish

1.00

1

4.00

1

4.50

1

4.50

1

1
4.50

1
0.15

1
0.30

2
0.40

2
0.60

1

Tarwhine

Moonlighter

Breaksea
Cod

0.11

1

0.20

4

0.80

11

2.20

16

13.76

Yellowtail
Kingfish

Leatherjack
et

Herring
Australian

Wrasse
Green

Best shark
Best bag including sharks

Best scale fish
Best bag of scale fish

Ian Taggart

Helen Carnell

Number

Weight of best

Number
Brad Zaknich (visitor) Total weight

Vince Tomazin

Weight of best

Sabby Pizzolante Total weight

Sandra Wessels

Chris Stickells

Tino Baiardo

Mark Hansen

Peet Wessels

Weight of best

Number
Martin Wearmouth Total weight

ANGLER

Species

Species
Buffalo
Bream Silver
Drummer

Species

Species

Species

Species

Species

Wrasse
Brown
Spotted

Wrasse
Western
King

West
Australian
Dhufish

Western
Rock
Blackfish

Species

Species

Species

Species

Species

Trevally
Silver
Skippy

Species

0.20

5.19
26.08

1

0.90

1

Wrasse
Surge

Species

Weight

0.40

1

Sweetlip
(all species)

Species

0.20

1

Zebra Fish

Species

0.40

1

Parrotfish

Species

0.66

1

0.66

1

Wirrah

Species

0.00

1.31

8.60

13.93

19.11

16.54

19.17

26.08

22.84

23.20

23.02

Total
weight

0

3

3

3

3

7

6

5

9

10

10

No. of
Species

0

3

22

18

19

27

27

25

37

36

40

No. of
fish

0.0

46.1

138.0

187.3

240.1

262.4

278.7

335.8

355.4

368.0

370.2

F.D.
points

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

Field
Day

1

1

1

1

1

1

General
Meeting

Attendance

20.0

56.1

148.0

197.3

250.1

282.4

298.7

355.8

365.4

388.0

390.2

Total
points

Open fishing competition 2021/22

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

For

Minimum
weight

Section

The Open Competition is for fish caught between 1 May 2020 and 30 April 2021, other than on Club
gazetted Field days, but not in any other AAA affiliated club event on the same dates. Entries for the Open
competition close 30 days after capture. See Competition Rules Section 4.

9

Most meritorious capture
Best shark
Best mulloway
Best salmon
Best flathead
Best tailor
Best samson fish
Best fish on single handed rod
maximum 4kg line class (Bait)
Best pink snapper

None
4.5 kg
5 kg
3.5kg
0.5 kg
1.5 kg
5 kg
Legal
size
2 kg

10
11

Best tarwhine
Best mackerel

0.5 kg
4 kg

12
13
14
15
16

Best skipjack trevally (southern)
Best trevally (northern)
Best snook or pike
Best black or yellow finned bream
Best scale fish other than sections 3-15

1 kg
2 kg
0.5 kg
0.6 kg
2 kg

17

Best fish caught on fly rod.

18

Best fish caught using a soft plastic or
hard body lure on a single handed rod
(4kg line max.)

Legal
size
Legal
size
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Entry
To be awarded by Committee

3.4 kg George Matrakis, Dirk Hartog Island
17/7/21
22.6 kg Martin Wearmouth, Dirk Hartog Island
22/7/21
3kg Vince Tomazin, Dirk Hartog Island 23/7/21

3.5kg Spangled Emperor, Justin Rose, Dirk
Hartog island 22/7/21
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Surf Casters Quobba Station safari July 2022
•

Check In Date Saturday 16th July 2022

•

Check Out Date Sunday 24th July 2022

•

Number Of Nights 8

Staying at The Long Cottage – Contact

Martin if you are interested in going ASAP

The Long Cottage sleeps 8 people, with one double bed, six singles. It consists of a self-contained kitchen
covered verandah, shower and toilet facilities (donkey hot water system - you have to light a fire under
'donkey' to heat water for shower), 24-hour power to lights and fridge (10-hour power to power points and
BBQ facilities. This cottage is ideal for larger groups or the budget minded family.
*Bed linen/towels/pillows NOT supplied.
**Fire wood collection is not allowed on the station so please bring your own supply for the Donkey hot
water system, otherwise wood can be purchased at the office.
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20 Things You Should Never Do in a 4wd Recovery
Article from 4WDing Australia. by AARON SCHUBERT

Being bogged in your 4WD isn’t the most pleasant feeling, but there are plenty of ways to get yourself
moving again. There’s nothing abnormal about being stuck; people recover bogged 4WD’s every day of the
year.
However, there are still many, many people who don’t have the knowledge or consideration to safely recover
a stuck 4WD. Too often when things go wrong, it involves snatch straps, which are not designed for every
single 4WD recovery you come across. So, when should you use a snatch strap?
This article delves into the common mistakes that people make when recovering a 4WD and sharing it around
might just save someone from a serious accident or even death.
If you don’t know already, there have been more than a handful of people in Australia alone (and many,
many more worldwide) killed or seriously injured by 4WD recoveries that have gone wrong. For a full list
in Australia, check out 4WD recovery deaths in Australia.
When you get a 4WD stuck, the forces required to get it moving again can be substantial (there’s a
comprehensive post about them here – 4WD recovery forces). Safety is obviously the most important factor
when it comes to recovering a 4WD, but from a practical sense recoveries can be made very difficult with
the wrong techniques. For more information, check out 4WDing skills and techniques.
With this in mind, here are 20 things you should never do in a 4WD recovery.

1) Use the tow ball
I’m going to put this as number one. Luckily, this has been publicised a lot more in recent years, but people
still seem to think it is OK to throw a snatch strap over the tow ball when recovering a 4WD. Tow balls are
not designed for the sort of stress a snatch strap or winch can put on them, and are actually very brittle. If
you snatch off your tow ball, it’s very likely to shear off, and fly through the air.
A chunk of metal like that, flying through the air as quickly as it does has the potential to kill, and it has done
in the past. A few years ago, a lady was killed near Geraldton
whilst recovering a stuck 4WD on the beach. The tow ball
broke off the vehicle being recovered, flew through the front
window and killed her. Such a tragedy, and she was only
trying to help out.
Please don’t use tow balls for recoveries. We don’t need any
more accidents or deaths. You can read more about this
at Tow balls in 4WD Recoveries can kill you. A tow ball
recovery gone wrong is not something you want to be a part
of.
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2) Stand close to the action
The next ‘big’ mistake so many people make when
recovering a 4WD is to stand close to the action. Yep,
its exciting, and you want to see what is happening,
but you need to be at least 1.5 times the length of the
strap or winch cable away from the action. You’ll still
be able to see, but it means if something does go pear
shaped you aren’t going to get wiped out by a piece of
recovery gear.
Spectators are the worst for doing this; those who have
no idea and just want to see what the fuss is about. Just
politely inform them to move out the way and refuse
to recover a stuck 4WD with those standing nearby.

3) Recover before using a shovel
Using a shovel might not be the easiest job, but
spending 5 minutes digging around a stuck 4WD
reduces the forces put on your recovery gear
dramatically.
You want to dig in front of all 4 wheels, to give the
vehicle a chance to pop up onto the surface again
without having to push half a tonne of mud, snow or
sand out of the way first!
A
few minutes on the shovel saves a whole lot of stress
and risk

4) Join snatch straps together with a shackle
Snatch straps come in a variety of lengths. However, in many situations, you aren’t able to get close enough
to use just one snatch strap. The logical step then, is to join two together. This is fine, providing you do it
with a bit of care and consideration.
Joining two snatch straps (or any straps involved in a 4WD recovery) together with a shackle is very, very
dangerous. The shackle isn’t likely to break, but snatch straps do on a fairly regular basis, and that shackle
will fly through the air until it hits something or comes to the end of the strap.
If someone is in the way of that chunk of flying metal, they aren’t going to be in very good shape. The correct
way to join two snatch straps together is by feeding one end of snatch strap A through the eye of snatch strap
B. Then, feed the same eye of snatch strap A over the other end of snatch strap B and pull it tight. This only
takes a few seconds and ensures that both snatch straps are holding together firmly.
To stop the pulling tight when doing a recovery, roll a newspaper or magazine up and stick it between the 2
straps. You can recover a 4WD without doing this, but you will spent hours trying to get the knot out
afterwards. Trust me, I know; I’ve had to do it!
Some 4WD recovery kits today come with soft shackles, which can be safely used to join two straps together
as they will carry very little inertia (unlike a steel one!)

5) Rush around
Stress levels are elevated for sure during a 4WD recovery. However, it pays to take a second to stand back
and consider what you are doing. There are plenty of different ways to recover a stuck 4WD, and you should
decide on the quickest, safest and easiest method!
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Unless the tide is coming in, or your car is being filled up with water, you have time to consider what your
options are, set the recovery up carefully and methodically, and get the bogged 4WD out without anything
breaking! Have a think about What the weakest link is in your 4WD recovery, and factor that in to the way
you set about it.

6) Recover from points that are not rated
Very, very few 4WD’s come from the factory with Rated recovery points. If you don’t believe me; ring your
manufacturer and ask. I bet they won’t give you written evidence stating their factory points are suitable for
snatch or winch recoveries.
Your car may have a couple of ‘points’ that look like they are good for recovering off, but take a closer look
and you will be surprised. Most of these points are actually tie down points, which are used for transporting
the vehicle.
The way that the hook, loop, angle or plate is attached to your chassis is a dead give-away of how strong they
are; if it is not held there by at least two M12 grade 8.8 bolts, you shouldn’t recover off it.
The result of doing so is the same as having a shackle or tow ball fly through the air. Tow points aren’t light
either, and could easily kill someone. Most 4WD’s come with a tow bar; get yourself a recovery hitch and
use it.

7) Use 4WD recovery gear that is not rated
Not only do your recovery points need to be rated, but anything that is involved in a 4WD recovery should
be stamped or tagged that it is rated. Shackles are a scary example of this – if your shackles are plain grey
with no writing stamped on them, they are not rated!
They are classed as general purpose and are not manufactured for lifting or recoveries. All rated shackles
will be stamped with their WLL (working load limit), and usually have coloured pins.
The most common shackles used in a 4WD recovery are 4.75 tonnes. You can use the 3.2 tonne ones, but
only in pairs.
Likewise, equaliser straps, snatch straps, tree trunk protectors, snatch blocks, winches, hooks and anything
else you may use in a 4WD recovery must be rated. Using something that isn’t could lead to a breakage,
which is something you really, really want to avoid. Always consider the weakest link in your 4WD recovery;
it’s not worth the risk.

8) Ignore your tyre pressures
Tyre pressures are the most critical thing you can control when
4WDing. There’s a good chance that the 4WD you are
recovering is not running the right tyre pressures, so now is the
time to double check. In sand especially, this is the easiest way
to make a recovery simple, safe and quick. Don’t be afraid to
let your tyres down a bit more if needed; it makes a huge
difference.
Make sure you factor in the pressure change as your tyre warms
up; its a significant difference. You can read more about this
at 4WD tyre pressures; do you check them hot or cold?
Tyre pressures are critical; double check them!

9) Recover a vehicle in reverse
This is less of a safety thing, and more of a ‘don’t break your vehicle’ consideration, but its worth
mentioning. Your 4WD gearbox is not as strong in reverse as it is in first, or second gear. If it is
possible, turn your vehicle around and recover the stuck 4WD going forwards.
I know this isn’t always possible, and I have had to recover in reverse, but bear the weakness in
mind and you won’t be up for a new gearbox.
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10) Use a snatch strap on a vehicle badly bogged in mud
This is a matter of perception, but in general, a vehicle that is really badly bogged in mud is not one that
should be recovered by a snatch strap. Instead, a winch, Maxtrax and plenty of hard work on the shovel are
the better option.
If you’ve ever been badly bogged in mud this will make perfect sense; mud has a level of suction that is truly
unbelievable. The moment you stop moving, the mud sucks down on your 4WD and refuses to let go, without
a lot of force applied.
The problem though, is that a snatch strap applies a lot of force over a very short amount of time. If it manages
to pull the vehicle out then you are in the clear, but if it doesn’t, all of that force goes through your chassis
snatch strap and recovery points.
A winch is a much better option, as it gradually applies pressure until the suction is broken and the 4WD
moves (or something breaks!). The best thing to do is dig as much mud away as possible, lay your Maxtrax
down and winch out. Again, not everyone has a winch, so you have to make do with what you’ve got
available, or come up with a new plan!
I’m not suggesting you chuck your snatch strap out when going 4WDing in the mud, just be aware of the
extra stress you can put on your 4WD by using a snatch strap on a heavily bogged 4WD in the mud!

11) Ignore the second recovery point
t’s good practise to recover off two points. Ideally, you
should have two rated recovery points on the front and
the rear of your 4WD. If you are recovering, or being
recovered, you should use an equaliser strap in between
both points, with the winch or snatch strap attached to
this. Some people refer to these as a recovery bridle
strap.
The load is then spread over two recovery points, and
puts a more even force on your chassis. A bent chassis
is the last thing you want from a day’s 4WDing!

12) Choke a strap
Whether it be snatch straps, equaliser straps or tree trunk protectors, it is a bad idea to choke a strap. What I
mean by this is putting the eye of one strap through the other, and pulling it tight around something(like most
dog collars are).
By doing this, you drastically reduce the strength of the strap, and may break it. In the case of tree trunk
protectors, you should just basket the strap around the tree – feed one end around and attach the strap or
winch onto both equal length ends of the strap.
I have seen people do this with snatch straps when joining them together too. Bad idea; join them as described
above!

13) Add more potential missiles to a recovery than needed
There is a well-known rule when it comes to 4WD recoveries. Don’t add any more equipment into the
equation than needed. The more you add, the more potential missiles you have that could break and hurt
someone. An example of this is using a shackle to attach a winch hook to a tree trunk protector, or equaliser
strap.
Do away with the shackle, and attach the hook directly onto the strap. If you have rated hook recovery points,
you don’t need to use a shackle. If you need to join snatch straps, do it as described above, not by using a
shackle!
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14) Take off full pelt for the first snatch recovery
Once you’ve been bogged a few times, you will
quickly gain an appreciation for the amount of
force required to pull a stuck 4WD out. This varies
considerably based on the situation, but more often
than not you don’t need a full speed recovery. I
always flinch when I see someone take a huge run
up to snatch another 4WD out. This puts a
ridiculous amount of stress on everything
involved.
A good way to recover the 4WD is to start off slow
and get progressively quicker if you don’t get the
car out the first time. In general, most snatch
recoveries work just fine if you leave 1 – 2 metres
of slack strap and take off with the bogged vehicle turning its wheels slowly.

15) Use recovery equipment that isn’t suited for your vehicle
You can buy a range of different sized recovery straps, winches and
other recovery equipment. If you have a Suzuki Jimny, you
shouldn’t be using the same winch, snatch strap or equaliser strap
as someone with a 4 tonne Land Cruiser and camper trailer hooked
on the rear.
Make sure the recovery gear you have suits your vehicle; if it is too
light you risk something breaking. In the case of snatch straps, if it
is too heavy (like using an 11,000kg snatch strap to pull out a
Sierra) it won’t stretch properly.

16) Don’t join things together that aren’t meant to be
Some of you would have seen drag chain, which can be used in some forms of 4WD recoveries. However,
don’t attach it to a snatch strap, or use a tow rope and a snatch strap together. They aren’t intended to work
together, and can cause serious damage.
I’m going to dob on myself here; not long after I bought My Hilux (with very limited 4WD experience!) I
got really, really badly bogged down near Collie, and had very limited success recovering myself from the
clay mud with a mates Patrol and several snatch straps.
To cut a long story short, we ended up with a very dodgy recovery taking place. It was like this – my 4500kg
recovery hook, with a 6000kg snatch strap attached to it, then an 8000kg snatch strap joined to that, a length
of drag chain attached to that, being pulled out with a tractor, and a 60 series Land Cruiser attached to the
back of the tractor.
We did have 4WD Recovery Tracks under the wheels, which I think are the only things that saved us. I look
back now, and am absolutely horrified. If something had broken, I’m positive there would have been someone
killed.

17) Recover a 4WD with several vehicles without considering the risks
On occasion, one 4WD will not be able to recover a bogged 4WD. A good example of this is trying to winch
a stuck 4WD out of sticky mud; in many cases, the vehicle winching the bogged 4WD out will get pulled
towards the muck, as a pose to the other way around.
In this situation, you’ve got a few options, but one of the more common ways is to anchor the recovery
vehicle to another 4WD. This is fine, as it just stops the 4WD from moving forward as easily.
However, I have seen photos of a bogged 4WD being winched by another 4WD, who in turn is being winched
by another 4WD. You need to remember that the forces are greatly increased when doing this. Occasionally
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people will have 3 cars joined together with snatch straps, all working as a train to pull a stuck car off a soft
beach, for example.
Again, this can be fine, providing the stresses are kept down and its done safely. Food for thought.

Our Hilux in Collie
How could I have been so stupid? The answer is
simple; when you are in a high stress situation and you
don’t know any better, risks are taken that shouldn’t
be. Thankfully, the Hilux was recovered and no
damage was done, to vehicle or person. I’m glad to say
that there has been some very steep learning curves
along the 4WD recovery learning path!

18) Ignore the dampener
It’s a good idea to use a dampener when recovering a stuck 4WD by winch or snatch strap. It is there purely
to reduce the recoil, should something break. You don’t have to buy a dampener; a big jumper or towel works
just as well, but it’s worth putting one (or two) on.

19) Keep your thoughts to yourself
I don’t like telling people what they are doing is unsafe, but if you are a witness to a recovery that you think
is dodgy, its worth speaking up about it. Obviously, its a judgement call, and you have to feel safe with doing
this, but don’t keep your thoughts to yourself.
I remember being down at Yeagarup beach a few years ago and coming across a Jeep that was bogged to the
chassis rails. A 4WD club had turned up, and got stuck into the recovery. They pulled the snatch straps out,
had a bit of a chat to the driver, and set the recovery up.
I looked at what they had done; joined two straps together with a shackle. Half of me said ‘say something!’,
and the other half said, no, they should know what they are doing.
Now, this wasn’t a normal beach recovery. We are talking about a done up V8 Landcruiser who gave it the
berries with a big run up, and a heavy jeep with zero digging having been done, well and truly bogged. I
didn’t say anything, and the car was recovered without anyone getting hurt, but its the perfect example of
when you really should say something.
Imagine if a strap had broken, and one of the many spectators had been hurt, or killed? I wouldn’t have been
able to live with myself.

Speak up if you think something is unsafe
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20) Spin your wheels at a rate of knots
If you get stuck in a 4WD, the worst thing you can do is put your foot down on the accelerator. Ironically,
this is usually the first thing people do when they get stuck. If your wheels turn and you don’t move forward,
you are going to sink. The longer you stay on the accelerator, the deeper your hole gets, and the harder it is
to be recovered.
This is the same as when you are being recovered; a gentle turn of the wheels is a good idea as it helps to pop
you back onto the surface, but there’s no need to have your car bouncing off the rev limiter!
Wheel spin can make a 4WD recovery very difficult

From my perspective
I’m going to be brutally honest here; there are a number of things on this list that I have done in the past.
When I look back at the way we started 4WDing, I am incredibly glad nothing broke, and no one got hurt. I
can recall several recoveries where we put a snatch strap over a tow ball.
For those that have never been told, it seems the logical thing to do. Dig a little deeper though, and you soon
realise they are highly dangerous! I’m glad that I’ve learned a lot and can now pass on some of the things
I’ve picked up, and hopefully save someone from getting hurt.
I’d love it if you shared this with those who may not know what they are doing is unsafe.
How many of the things above have you done before? How did you learn that what you were doing was
unsafe?

September 2021 Reel Talk

Page 23

